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It was midnight. The late
night crickets were
chirping out a sweet lullaby
that had soothed the world
to sleep. Butnotme. I
was awake. Painfully
awake. I paced back and
forth on the worn, wooden
floor of my living room
with only one thought on
my mind. Chocolate chip
cookies. Ihad to have
one. No...scratch that. |
wanted a whole bag.

Not just the dry,
crumbly ones either. What
I wanted were the big,
soft, chewy kind that come
in a pack of 3 for $10.00.
Pricey? You bet! But
worth every penny. My
mouth was watering with
anticipation. I justhadto
have abite...a
mouthful....of gooey
chocolate chip delight. 1
knew that I would surely
die if I didn’t have one.
OK. So I probably
wouldn’tdie. ButIdidn’t
think that life was much
worth living without a bite
of chocolate wonder. |
just had to have the object
of my desire! The only
problem was that it was
midnight, and I lived outin
the middle of nowhere.
Not many people have
ever realized just how big
Breathitt County is. That
is...until they
are stuck in
it...inthe
middle of the
night. ...with
achocolate
craving,

I knew what

I'had to do.

I'had to

make a trek

to the 24

hour Wal-

Mart in

Hazard in order to
purchase a package of the
biggest, chewiest
chocolate chip cookies
that I could find. Likea
junkie searching for my
next fix, [ grabbed my
keys, gave a squeal of
delight, and roared off in
my little car.

My headlights probed the
foggy darkness. ..two
probing eyes. [ was on the
lookout for any stray deer
or other wild animal that
might choose to end it all in
the path of my car. I
didn’t want to be an aide
in some beast’s suicide
attempt so [ drove
carefully. AsIdrove
through the hills of first
Breathitt and then Perry
County, I chanted my
mantra. “I’m on my way
to get the cookies. I’'m on
my way to get them now.”
Over and over, I continued
with my jingle as if by
magic it would get me to
my destination all the
faster. I noticed that it had
started to drizzle small

droplets on the windshield.
A storm was starting to
brew in the dark heavens
overhead.

Once, as [ was passing into
Perry County, a slightly
obese skunk waddled in
front of my car. I managed
to swerve quickly and
avoidit. Leaving in the
middle of the night in order
to purchase cookies would
be something that I could
easily manage to explain to
my wife. Coming home
with a car that reeked of
skunk odor for weeks
would not be as easily
forgiven.

However, the sight of the
skunk reminded me to be
careful. I didn’t want to hit
adeer. My wife had hit
one a couple of years
before and had nearly
totaled the car. Arepeat
performance was not
wanted!

As I neared the top of
Rowdy hill, I noticed a man
walking along the road.
Normally, I don’t pick up
hitch hikers. Itis a general
rule of mine. However, this
guy looked friendly enough.
Besides...it had started to
rain. All of these things
meshed together in my
mind, and I found myself
slowing down. Irolled
down my window and

yelled out the window,
“Need aride? I’'m heading
to Wal-Mart in Hazard if
you want a ride that far.”
“Thanks man,” the young
fellow said, hopping into
the car as the rain started
to come down in earnest
outside, “I thought that [
was going to be caught in
this storm.”

We drove on in silence for
a little while. In the back of
my mind, [ was chastising
myself for picking up some
random stranger on a dark,
stormy night in the middle
of nowhere. But what can
I'say? My mind was
clouded by the thoughts of
those chocolate chip
cookies. With each
passing mile, I was closer
to my objective. I could
almost smell them.
Suddenly, what I feared the
most happened. A deer
darted out into the road in
front of my car. |
screeched the brakes
roughly, making the car turn
sideways on the wet
pavement. For one brief

second, |

could have sworn that
had hit the animal. 1
actually felta bump. The
car continued to swerve
madly and my world took
on a crazy, hallucinogenic
swirl. Oddly enough,
was still thinking about
those delectable chocolate
chip cookies.

In a matter of
seconds which seemed to
stretch on for days, my car
came to a stop. My heart
was racing and a dry bitter
taste was alive in my
mouth. I saw with alarming
fear that [ had almost
plunged over the high bank
and into the deep, rocky
valley below. I knew that I
had just escaped serious
injury...ordeath...bya
mere few feet.

“Areyouok?”’1
asked the young fellow
who was sitting strangely
still beside me.

“Fine,” was all that he said.
I didn’t take the time to

think about how strange he
was acting. Ijustknew
that I had to get the car
turned around before a
truck or some drunk came
whizzing around the curve.
I just couldn’t die on my
way for something as
frivolous as a pack of
cookies. Just what would I
tell Saint
Peter at the
Pearly
Gates? I’'m
sure that he
would geta
biglaugh
out of it!
Just then,
my hitch
hiking
friend
spoke
again, his
voice deep and guttural,
like his tongue was thick

and swollen, “You
know...you don’t have to
rush. The store isn’t going
to run out of chocolate chip
cookies.”

“Yeah, I guess that you are
right,” I smiled weakly and

managed to get car back
onto the road.

Just then it hit me, “Hey!
How did you know that I
was going to buy
cookies?”

I screeched the carto a
halt as the rain started to
pour down around us. The
sound was deafening on
the roof, but I heard every
word that he said with
perfect, chilling clarity.

“I know a lot of things
about you.”

He turned toward me.
That is when I noticed that
he didn’thave aright eye.
There was just an empty
black socket staring back
atme.

What will happen next?
Find out next week! Until
then....class dismissed!

S IS ’ S S CCthIl by Loredith Howard

Been awhile since [ have
been getting my articles in
on time, but I am going to
try to get back on track...I
sure am glad that the
weather has finally started
to warm up. A few weeks
there I sure didn’t think
that we would see any
warm weather. But anyway
folks lets all get out and
enjoy the weather while we
have the chance, the
weather here in Kentucky
changes every minute it
seems like. OH is very
happy because he has the
chance to write again, after
seeing this weeks paper he
said “Ky Mt News” is the
best paper in town. He has
been writing in newspapers
around here for over 20
years, so I think he might
know what he is talking
about. To quote him he
said “I am a damn fool to
quit my friends anyway and
try to write for the “High
Society” people. As the old
saying goes, aman
shouldn’t ever try to get
above his “raisin’. So for
those of you who have
subcribed to the other
paper to read OH, it is
time to come back home
the same as he did.

[ have some new ideas
about things to do on our
website
WWWi ierandbro
You can look forward to
seeing video on there in the
very near future. Went and
bought a Panasonic
camcorder to use just for
that purpose and by all
accounts I really thought
that we had it made, so I

came home checked it all
out and made a short video
and hooked it up to the tv
and still all was looking
good. Well when I went to
hook it up to the computer
to make videos for the
website, the most
important thing {at least in
my opinion } was missing
from the box that being the
usb cable that  have to
have to put the film on the
computer. But everything is
still looking up for us
because luckily we were
able to order the cable and
it should be here by Friday
or Monday. My whole
point to this story is that
you would think that having
spent that much money on
apiece of equipment like
that, well you would think
that ALL the parts would
be included.

I have been pretty upset
the last couple of days, as
my Uncle Bill { Kiser}
Howard has not been
doing well. I hope that he
will be home from the
hospital soon. OH and I
are going to go visit with
him on Friday. [ am glad
that [ am down here in
case his Wife { Aunt
Hazel} needs me. [ will be
glad to help her in anyway
that I can. Take care of
yourself Bill and do as they
tell you so that you can
recover and get home
soon. I love you!!

Was glad to see my
cousin Henry Howard
today { Bill and Hazel’s
son } he came by to see
me while he was in town
checking on his Dad.

Henry has
always
been a
favorite cousin of mine
because no matter where [
see him he always gives me
a hug and asks me how I
am doing. Cluster came by
a couple weeks ago to visit
with me and talked to me
about enrolling at Lee’s for
a computer class. [ will
probably start this fall as
always did like to learn and
we might as well face it,
these days and in the future
EVERYTHING will be
connected to a computer in
some way, shape or form.
It is funny for me to think
that 5 years ago [ didn’t
even know how to turn a
computer on and now [
can do many things on
them.

The following picture is
of my cousin Henry
Howard and his family. He
sure had some pretty

children and the little girl on
his lap is his grandaughter
Tiara, as you can tell by
this picture she sure loves
her “Papaw”.

Until Next

{Loredith}

February 28, 2007
Happy 19th Birthday!!
Love, Mom and Katie
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