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“The growing and dying of the moon reminds us of our ignorance, which comes
and goes; but when the moon is full, it is as if the eternal light of the Great Spirit

Black Elk (1863-1950)

were upon the whole world.”

Grandmother Spider
Steals the Sun

(A Cherokee folktale)

In the beginning there
was only blackness, and
nobody could see
anything. People kept
bumping into each other
and groping blindly. They
said: “What this world
needs is light.”

Fox said he knew some
people on the other side
of the world who had
plenty of light, but they
were too greedy to share
it with others. Possum
said he would be glad to
steal a little of it. “I have

Buzzard. “I know better
than to hide a piece of
stolen light in my tail. I’1l
putiton my head.” He flew
to the other side of the
world and, diving straight
into the sun, seized it with
his claws. He put it on his
head, but it burned his

head feathers off. The
people grabbed the sun
away from him, and ever
since that time Buzzard’s
head has remained bald.
Grandmother Spider said,
“Let me try!” First she
made a thick-walled pot
out of clay. Next she spun
aweb

along one of'the strands of
her web. Now her side of
the world had light, and
everyone rejoiced.

Spider Woman brought not
only the sun to the
Cherokee, but fire with it.
And besides that, she
taught the Cherokee
people the art of pottery
making,

—From a tale reported by
James Mooney in the
1890°’s.

Ifyou have anything you
would like to share with us
please write me at

katiesteward(@breathitonline.com.

Your Handle on the
Night SKV o, vuictron

The eclipses are coming!
The eclipses are coming!
March 3 and August 28 in
2007 and February 20,
2008.

The last

time we

saw a

Lunar

eclipse

from our

48 states

was on October 27, 2004.

In modern times we have
been able to accurately
predict and therefore look
forward to an eclipse — be
it Solar or Lunar. In
ancient times no one knew
how to predict an eclipse

and therefore they always
came as a surprise and
were treated as omens to
be interpreted by

soothsayers. Battles, titles,
positions, reputations, and
perhaps a few heads were
lost when the
interpretations were
deemed incorrect. In A
Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court by

plane. This results in our
Moon most generally
passing slightly above or
slightly below our Earth’s
shadow
each
month at
fullmoon.
Since the
orbital
planes of
our Earth
and Moon do intersect
then there are times when
our Moon will be directly
in our Earth’s shadow at
full moon. Frequently I
mention the plane of our
Solar System and refer to it
as the ecliptic. Why did
‘they’ name the plane of
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