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Expressions & Opinions
The All Around   by Katie Steward

“The growing and dying of the moon reminds us of our ignorance, which comes
and goes; but when the moon is full, it is as if the eternal light of the Great Spirit

were upon the whole world.”
Black Elk (1863-1950)

Grandmother Spider
Steals the Sun
(A Cherokee folktale)
In the beginning there
was only blackness, and
nobody could see
anything. People kept
bumping into each other
and groping blindly. They
said: “What this world
needs is light.”
Fox said he knew some
people on the other side
of the world who had
plenty of light, but they
were too greedy to share
it with others. Possum
said he would be glad to
steal a little of it. “I have
a bushy tail,” he said. “I
can hide the light inside
all that fur.” Then he set
out for the other side of
the world. There he
found the sun hanging in
a tree and lighting
everything up. He
sneaked over to the sun,
picked out a tiny piece
of light, and stuffed it into
his tail. But the light was
hot and burned all the fur
off. The people
discovered his theft and
took back the light, and
ever since, Possum’s tail
has been bald.
“Let me try,” said

Buzzard. “I know better
than to hide a piece of
stolen light in my tail. I’ll
put it on my head.” He flew
to the other side of the
world and, diving straight
into the sun, seized it with
his claws. He put it on his
head, but it burned his
head feathers off. The
people grabbed the sun
away from him, and ever
since that time Buzzard’s
head has remained bald.
Grandmother Spider said,
“Let me try!” First she
made a thick-walled pot
out of clay. Next she spun
a web
reaching all
the way to
the other side
of the world.
She was so
small that
none of the
people there
noticed her
coming.
Quickly
Grandmother
Spider
snatched up
the sun, put it
in the bowl
of clay, and
scrambled
back home

along one of the strands of
her web. Now her side of
the world had light, and
everyone rejoiced.
Spider Woman brought not
only the sun to the
Cherokee, but fire with it.
And besides that, she
taught the Cherokee
people the art of pottery
making.
—From a tale reported by
James Mooney in the
1890’s.
If you have anything you
would like to share with us
please write me at
katiesteward@breathittonline.com.

Your Handle on the
Night Sky  by Daniel Pope

The eclipses are coming!
The eclipses are coming!
March 3 and August 28 in
2007 and February 20,
2008.
The last
time we
saw a
Lunar
eclipse
from our
48 states
was on October 27, 2004.
In modern times we have
been able to accurately
predict and therefore look
forward to an eclipse – be
it Solar or Lunar.  In
ancient times no one knew
how to predict an eclipse

and therefore they always
came as a surprise and
were treated as omens to
be interpreted by

soothsayers.  Battles, titles,
positions, reputations, and
perhaps a few heads were
lost when the
interpretations were
deemed incorrect.  In A
Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court by

Mark Twain,
Hank Morgan
saved himself
from being
burned at the
stake by
taking credit
for causing a
Solar eclipse.

Eclipse comes
from the
Greek word
‘ecleipo’
meaning
‘cease to
exist’ or
abandonment
or
disappearance.
When our
Earth is
directly
between our
Sun and
Moon and our
Moon is in our
Earth’s
shadow then
we have a
Lunar eclipse.
In previous
columns we
have said that
when our
Earth is
directly
between our
Sun and
Moon then
our Moon is at
its full stage.
It’s natural to
ask – why
don’t we have
a Lunar
eclipse every
month at full
moon?  If the
plane of the
orbit of our
Moon were in
the same plane
as Earth’s
orbit then we
would have a
Lunar eclipse
every month at
full moon.
Our Moon’s
orbital plane is
tilted at about
5 degrees
relative to our
Earth’s orbital

plane.  This results in our
Moon most generally
passing slightly above or
slightly below our Earth’s

shadow
each
month at
full moon.
Since the
orbital
planes of
our Earth

and Moon do intersect
then there are times when
our Moon will be directly
in our Earth’s shadow at
full moon. Frequently I
mention the plane of our
Solar System and refer to it
as the ecliptic.  Why did
‘they’ name the plane of
our Solar System the
ecliptic?  Only when our
Sun, Earth, and Moon are
on a straight line in the
plane of our Solar System
can an eclipse occur -
hence the name ecliptic
(the place where eclipses
occur). On Saturday
March 3 our Moon will be
at its full stage and it will
pass directly through our
Earth’s shadow.  This
eclipse will favor those in
the eastern states while the
one on August 28 will favor
those in the western states
and the one on February
20, 2008 will be perfect
for all 48 states.

On March 3 our Moon will
start to enter the Umbra at
4:30 PM EST and will be
totally out of the Umbra by
8:12 PM EST (3:30 PM –
7:12 PM CST; 2:30 PM –
6:12 PM MST; 1:30 PM –
5:12 PM PST).

While our Moon is in the
Umbra, Earth will be
blocking all of the direct
sunlight but our Moon will
receive indirect light that
will allow us to see it.  The
Earth’s atmosphere
scatters, absorbs, and
refracts (bends) light in
such a manner that a
copper or dull red light
illuminates the Moon’s
surface.  When our Moon
is full we are accustomed
to seeing only the brightest
stars but here is a case
where we are at full moon
but we can see the fainter
stars – at least during the
time our Moon is totally in
Earth’s shadow.

We know that NASA
plans to establish a base on
our Moon sometime in the
future.  Imagine what it
would look like on March
3 if you were on our Moon
looking back at Earth.  You
would see our Earth move
in front of and completely
block out our Sun but you
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ECLIPSE

Commentary by
As I sat watching the news
yesterday, I couldn’t
believe what I was hearing.
I had to turn completely
around and watch what
was being said on the TV.
It seems that an activist
group is spearheading a
campaign to make it
possible for Legal Aliens
and Permanent residents to
vote in elections. Now I
may be wrong here, but
don’t you have to be a
citizen of the United States
to vote?
The Voters Right Act,
which was passed in 1965,
made it easier to vote,
especially to those that had
problems reading and
writing. Go to the polls
here in Eastern Kentucky
and see how many people
this Act affects. It’s just
that around here, most
people that needed help
Election Day seem to have
recovered and can read
very well the day after. At
least until the next election.
Anyway, coming back to
what I started, this Act was
due to many not being able
to vote due to this
handicap. Basically, it was
aimed at minorities in the
United States .
What happened next was
that the National Voters
Registration Act in 1995
was made to make it a little

easier for citizens to
register. Also, to follow
citizens as they moved
from state to state and
applied for a different
Driver’s License. This
act also binds the hands
of people that are
registering people to
vote. One thing they
could not do was ask if
they were citizens of the
U.S. With that being
said, the United States
already has
many people
voting that
are not
citizens and
are not
entitled to do
so. But….
they do so
every
election.
Now Cheryl
Wertz wants
to add to the
already
growing
problem by
making it
legal for
these non

Read More
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