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Chapter 2: Starting a staff

By Bob Rouse
Illustrations by Ryan
Lanigan

The story so far:
Marky Meadows gets
pushed around on the
soccer field and by the
local bully, but he hopes
his plan to start a
newspaper will turn
things around.

“Are you OK,
Marky?”” Sizemore asked
as the tomato innards
oozed down his friend’s
face. “That Joe D., man, he
should be in prison, not
elementary school.”

“He’s only staying in

elementary school until he
gets his driver’s license,”
Marky said, finally able to
smile.

Sizemore sat on the
grass. “What were you
saying before the tomato
tornado hit?” he asked.
“You want to start a
newspaper? Like the
Skiprock Sentinel?”

Marky took off his
glasses to wipe the tomato
fragments from his face.
“Yeah, except smaller,” he
replied. “I don’t think we
can write about the whole
world, but we could cover
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neighborhood news: fires
and fights and lost dogs.”

“Canldo the
weather?” Sizemore
asked, warming up to the
idea.

“Uh, yeah, I guess. I’ll
need you to be the editor,
too,” Marky said. “I’m not
the best speller or
capitalizer.”

Lying down in
Sizemore’s yard, the boys
talked about other news
they could put in their
paper: school events, car
washes, sports, meetings,
church dinners, ...

“And we’d break big
stories, too. We could be
famous,” Marky said
dreamily, enjoying the feel
of the ground, which
seemed much softer than
the soccer field. “But we
need help. Doesn’t Mrs.
Velasquez work for the
Sentinel?”

Sizemore sat up. “The
lady over on Graybark
Road? Maybe,” he said.
“You think she’d help us?”

“How could she say
no?” Marky said, rising and
standing like Superman.
“I’m Marky Meadows, Ace
Reporter.”

Sizemore pointed at
Marky’s face. “You got a
tomato seed on your
forehead, Ace.”

“Wow, you must’ve
run the whole newspaper,”
Marky said, staring at the
awards, photos, and framed
pages in Elena Velasquez’s
den. He and Sizemore each
held a glass of milk and a
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granola bar.

“The publisher runs
the paper. When I retired
last month, I was assistant
editor,” Mrs. Velasquez
said. “I started at the
Sentinel as a secretary, 42
years ago.”

For the next 30

minutes, Mrs. Velasquez
explained the basics of the
newspaper business. It was
like getting a tour of the
Skiprock Sentinel itself as
she described the different
departments: newsroom
(“interviewing, writing, and
editing”), circulation
(“delivery”), and production
(“getting words from the
computer onto the paper”).

“... and remember to
back up your facts before
you print them,” Mrs.
Velasquez told the aspiring
journalists. “Back up
everything!”

Marky and Sizemore
asked questions and took
notes, using reporter
notebooks Mrs. Velasquez
gave them. Marky flipped a
page before asking, “How
many copies should we

print every day?”

“That depends on how
many you can sell,” Mrs.
Velasquez said. “The money
you charge for the papers
will cover only part of your
costs. The rest comes from
adverti — oh, goodness! |
forgot the advertising

',’

department

Marky looked at
Sizemore. “We won’t have
ads,” he said confidently.
“Our readers will only want
the news.”

Mrs. Velasquez
laughed gently and pulled a
pencil from somewhere
inside her perfectly fixed
hair. “Now boys, there’s no
free lunch. Ads help pay for
the newspaper. I only forgot
because we keep the news
side separate from the
advertising side.”

Sizemore looked at his
granola bar, wondering if it
was lunch and if he had to
pay for it.

Marky looked puzzled.
“You mean, not only do we
have to charge for the
paper, but we have to ask
businesses to advertise in it,

Al3

to0?”” he asked. “I just want
to be a famous reporter; [
don’t care about making
money.”

“I’ll be happy to make
money, Mrs. Velasquez,”
Sizemore said. “Tell me
about the ads.”

As Mrs. Velasquez
talked, Sizemore took notes
and jotted down numbers.
Within a few minutes, he
put down his pencil. “I think
we can make this work if
we sell 100 copies of each
issue and get at least four
ads.”

Marky was still
unsure. “But who’s got time
to get ads? I’ll be reporting,
and you’ll be editing.”

Just then, the front
door closed, and into the
den walked a girl with
bright eyes, brown hair, and
abig smile. “I’m home,
Abuela!”

“Oh, hello, Carla,”
Mrs. Velasquez said. “I
want you to meet my new
friends.”

In that second, Marky
forgot about newspapers,
ads, and becoming famous.
Marky was in love.
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In My Opinion

Open contempt for those in
better shape 1s the first step to a

healthler you By Ned Hickson

Like millions of Americans,
I recently stripped down,
prepared myself for the
worst, and stepped onto
the scale. Soon after, |
retrieved the scale from the
front yard and accepted
the fact that, yes — it was
probably defective. At my
daughter’s suggestion, I
tried our neighbor’s scale.
This led to the discovery
that, of the 23 scales |
tested within a five-mile
radius of our home, every
single one was off by
exactly 11 pounds. Being a
journalist, I had to wonder:
Was this a widespread
problem? Were we being
duped into needless
exercise by faulty scales?!
I immediately brought this
to the attention of my
editor, who, realizing the
implications, told me to
stay out of his candy
drawer.

The truth is, I have no one
but myself'to blame for
putting on these extra
pounds. This is why, every
year around this time,
people just like me make a
commitment to start going
to the gym. [ know this
because [ recognize most
ofthese people from last
year. We all have the same
expression: grim
determination mixed with a
sense of purpose in
knowing that, afterward,

there’s a KFC right across
the street. We come
dressed with headbands
and towels over our
shoulders even though we
spend most of our time
wandering around the gym
looking for water bottles.
After making this
realization, I was motivated
to do things differently this
time. Never again would [
splash water on my face,
then stand close enough to
someone to appear as
though we are workout
partners. It was time to get
serious about fitness by
accepting the fact that the
closest I’ll ever get to
having buns of steel is if |
happen to leave the bread
box open overnight. I’'m 40
and have two children;
what do I need washboard
abs for when I know
perfectly well that women
are more turned on by a
man who does the laundry?
With these things in mind, |
put together a list of goals
that will motivate me
because they 're actually
achievable.

First, buns of steel are out.
Instead, I will settle for
buns of aluminum foil; as
long as they can hold their
shape and don’t leak, I’'m
happy.

Second, I understand that
my metabolism is slowing
down and that, as a result,

my body’s fuel-burning
efficiency is similarto a
Humvee. Unless ’'m
careful, I will also weigh as
much as a Humvee and
require a government
subsidy just so I can fill up
with gas.

Third, I will no longer
waste my time comparing
my body with anyone
else’s, especially if theirs is
better. This should make
my workouts twice as
productive since I will be
avoiding eye contact with
everyone else at the gym.
And finally, I will stop using
the scale as my measure of
success.

What’s the point, really?
They’re all wrong anyway.

(You can write to Ned
Hickson the Siuslaw
News at P.O. Box 10,
Florence, Or. 97439, or
visit his website at
www.nedhickson.net)

Looking for
archived news, news
photos, community
events or obits,
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