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Transportation Cabinet Donates
Surplus Road Maps to

Powell County Middle School

The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet is
distributing Kentucky
highway maps to middle
schools all across the
Commonwealth. The maps
will be used for geography,
math, and social studies
classes, as well as for
reference materials in
school libraries.
H.B. Elkins, public
information officer for the
Department of Highways
District 10, visited Powell
County Middle School on
Tuesday, March 20 to
distribute the requested
surplus road maps.
Teacher Rhonda Muse
accepted the donation on
behalf of the school.
“We had excess highway
maps in storage and we
think this is a golden
opportunity for our school
children,” said
Transportation Cabinet
Secretary Bill Nighbert.
“When children become
familiar with names and
places on a map and see
how various routes connect
different locations, that
knowledge can encourage
them to learn more about
Kentucky’s geography,
history, and other facts.”
“This is an excellent way
for the Transportation
Cabinet to contribute to the

Powell County Middle School teacher Rhonda Muse made immediate use of surplus
highway maps in her class after she accepted the donation from the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet. For the second consecutive year, the Transportation Cabinet has
donated its leftover road maps to Kentucky schools, which are incorporated into curricula
in several different ways.)

expansion of horizons for
thousands of young
Kentuckians,” said Linda
Wagner-Justice, chief
district engineer for District
10, which includes Powell
County. “We are pleased
to be involved in a project
that will provide additional
learning tools for students
in Powell County.”
When the determination
was made that there was a
large supply of surplus
maps, the Transportation
Cabinet contacted
Education Cabinet officials,
who, in turn, invited middle
school principals and
teachers to submit their
requests for highway maps.
The two Cabinets joined
forces in a similar project
last year, which involved
the distribution of maps to
elementary schools. “Our
successful partnership with
the Transportation Cabinet
is a shining example of how
various agencies of state
government can work
together to improve student
achievement,” noted
Education Cabinet
Secretary Laura Emberton
Owens. “This collaborative
effort has produced a ‘win-
win’ situation for
everyone.”
“This generous offer from
the Transportation Cabinet

will provide valuable
resources to Kentucky’s
middle school students,”
said Kentucky Interim
Education Commissioner
Kevin Noland. “Teachers
will find many uses for the
maps, and students will
gain practical knowledge
from a reliable, well-
produced reference tool.”
Transportation Cabinet
representatives from the
Central Office in Frankfort
and from each district
office will be involved in
delivering the maps to
middle schools. To date,
more than 300 map
requests have been
received from teachers,
principals, and
superintendents in every
area of the
Commonwealth.
“This project is consistent
with two very important
themes in Governor
Fletcher’s overall vision for
the Commonwealth,”
concluded Transportation
Cabinet Deputy Secretary
Crystal Ducker. “It
advances education and
fosters a cooperative spirit
among various state
government agencies. The
Transportation Cabinet’s
maps initiative promotes
the governor’s vision with
Unbridled Spirit!”

Walking with Nell by Nellotie Porter Chastain

Nature’s Lessons
Recently, as I was

driving on one of our city
streets, a loud commotion
caused me to slow my
Mustang to a crawl as I
looked skyward to see what
was causing such a racket.
Making sure there were no
vehicles behind me, I
whipped into the city hall
parking lot and watched a
large, perfectly formed ‘V’
formation of geese flying
overhead, squawking to
each other, possibly
bragging loudly about how
beautiful they must look.

Immediately after
lowering my window, I saw
the ‘V’ disintegrate as the
geese began to act as if
they each had suddenly
contracted an inner ear
infection. Actually, it was
quite comical.

As I continued to
watch the pandemonium
taking place hundreds of

feet above me, I saw a
hawk gently soaring in
circles many feet below the
bewildered geese. He
didn’t act as if he saw the
geese, but they certainly
saw him.

Beginning with the
leader, on back through the
two, formerly straight lines,
the geese lost their focus.
Perhaps that sort of
reaction is where the term
‘silly goose’ comes from.

From the time I
was a young child, I have
always enjoyed watching
nature. I believe there are a
lot of lessons to be learned
from nature. God has given
us an abundance of
beautiful, interesting
creations to enjoy and learn
from.

As I observed the
flock of geese and their
total breakdown of
leadership, their loss of
vision, and their inability to

follow
when
they
caught
sight of that hawk, I was
reminded of how our
supreme courts on down
through the lines of
leadership seem to fall to
pieces every time the
American Civil Liberties
Union show up. The
A.C.L.U. doesn’t even
necessarily have to say
anything. Their presence
alone seems to cause a
total loss of focus.

As a Christian, I
have the right under the
Constitution of this great
country I am a proud citizen
of, to pray when I want, to
read my Bible when I want,
to worship in the church of
my choosing. And I will
always stand tall, with my

Read More Page A6
NATURE
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